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FOREWORD
-
Charlie Chaplin was born on 16 April 
1889 in Lambeth, in South East London. 
With his incredible life story – from 
a deprived childhood to international 
fame –Chaplin embodies the American 
dream. As an artist, he influenced 
generations with his humanism and gave 
the world cinematographic masterpieces. 

Although his first films were 
released more than a century 
ago, the Tramp, a genuine 
universal icon, has not aged 
a day.

In less than three years, Chaplin’s World, 
the only museum in the world entirely 
devoted to Chaplinthe artist and the man, 
has attracted over 700,000 visitors, proof 
of his popularity. Visitors of all ages from 
over 75 different countriescontributed 
to the museum winning the Traveller’s 

Choice award in 2017 and 2018, as well as 
Trip Advisor’s Certificate of Excellence. 
Chaplin’s World also won Best European 
Museum in 2018. 

Often shared on social media, the barber’s 
speech from Chaplin’s iconic The Great 
Dictator still resonates today. Over 130 
licenses have been granted by the Chaplin 
Office to musicians throughout the world 
to sample extracts from the speech. The 
best known among these are Coldplay, who 
used it to launch their Head Full of Dreams 
tour, Paolo Nutini in his famous Iron Sky 
and U2, to open the shows of their 2018 
European tour. 

In 2017 and 2018 there were more than 
200 live-orchestral screenings of Chaplin’s 
films, notably in China, Alaska and other 
parts of the US, Finland, Portugal, Japan, 
Norway, and Switzerland. Last year saw the 
publication of several works on Chaplin, 
including Jim Lochner’s much anticipated 
book on Chaplin’s work as a composer. 

A dozen licenses were also granted for 
merchandise and tie-in services in 2018. 
Several TV and movie documentaries are 
in the works for national and international 
release, and a major animated film based 
on the story of The Kid is currently in 
preproduction for release in 2021, on the 
occasion of the film’s 100th anniversary. 

Furthermore, France will host two large-
scale exhibitions on Chaplin in 2019. 

In tribute to the man who elevated film 
from an industry to an art form, Chaplin’s 
World is proud to announce a program 
of events marking his 130th birthday, in 
collaboration with the Chaplin Office 
(which represents the Chaplin family and 
manages the rights to Chaplin’s work).

JEAN-PIERRE PIGEON 
Managing Director, Chaplin’s World

Chaplin’s World™ 
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AN EXHIBITION IN FIVE STAGES
The layout of the exhibition traces selected 
aspects of Chaplin’s life in Switzerland, in 
chronological order: his arrival at the Beau 
Rivage Palace in 1952 and his life on Swiss 
soil, including leisurely times with the family 
at the circus in Vevey’s market square. Annual 
greeting cards, featuring the Chaplin family, 
were also part of Debraine’s remit, along with 
capturing the many events and birthdays of 
life at Manoir de Ban. 

A CHANCE ENCOUNTER
Debraine met Chaplin upon the filmmaker’s 
arrival in Switzerland, in December 1952. 
The creator of the Tramp and the young 
photographer, whose talent would soon be 
recognized across Europe and the United 
States, hit it off immediately. For the next 
twenty years, Debraine had the privilege of 
being a regular visitor to the Chaplin family 
home. He took family portraits, as well as 
more intimate photographs, which are both 
playful and display great sensitivity.

LARGE AND VINTAGE PRINTS 
Debraine demonstrates his mastery in individual and group portraits, official photos 
and more intimate snapshots. With his talent and approach, he gained Chaplin’s trust–a 
remarkable feat, considering the star had been hunted by photographers when he resided in 
the US. The «Chaplin Personal» exhibition combines famous photos and never-before-seen 
shots. Working small- and medium format cameras, Debraine used natural light, maximizing 
the expressiveness of black and white film. Today, these images are recognized as both 
documentary and artistic. The temporary exhibition includes vintage prints, as well as more 
recent, larger prints, which do justice to his high photographic standards.  

Curator: 
Luc Debraine, Director of the Swiss Camera Museum.
Scenography:  Juliette Roduit

Production: Creative Stage

 
130TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF CHARLIE CHAPLIN’S 
BIRTH 
1889-2019 

CELEBRATIONS AT CHAPLIN’S WORLD

-
To properly celebrate this auspicious birthday, Chaplin’s World devised a program featuring  
a variety of activities for all ages throughout the year. Here’s a glimpse of the five main 
events set for 2019. 

2.1 TEMPORARY EXHIBITION “CHAPLIN PERSONAL 1952–1973” 
20 FEBRUARY – 5 APRIL 2019
For its first temporary exhibition, Chaplin’s World by Grévin has chosen to explore Chaplin’s 
private life by showcasing the photographs of Yves Debraine, the artist’s official photographer  
in Switzerland. Visitors will discover around fifty photographs on display in the attic of Manoir 
de Ban, many of which have never been made public. 
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“CHAPLIN PERSONAL” – THE BOOK

From 1953 until his death 
in 1977, Charlie Chaplin 
lived with his family in the 
Manoir de Ban, located 
in Corsier-sur-Vevey 
(Switzerland). As soon as 
he settled on the banks 
of Lake Geneva, the film 
genius made Yves Debraine, 
a young man arrived from 
Paris four years earlier,  
his personal photographer. 
Debraine was responsible for the 
photographs on Chaplin’s greeting cards 
(staged by the great director in different 
situations each time) and for documenting 
parties and family life, receptions, awards 
ceremonies, trips across the country and 
the master at work on his final films and 
his memoirs. 

Brought together in book form for the 
first time ever, these photographs show a 
relaxed Chaplin, always creative, sheltered 
from the hustle and bustle of the outside 
world. The work also includes a previously 
unpublished text by the photographer, 
describing his professional and 
interpersonal experience at the Manoir.

Swiss PR for the book:  
Fanny Mossière

+41 (0)21 614 77 44  
fanny.mossiere@noir-sur-blanc.ch

Chaplin Personal : 1952 – 1973
Publication date: 14 February 2019.

110 photographs, 144 pages.
Les Éditions Noir sur Blanc.
leseditionsnoirsurblanc.fr

Available at the Chaplin’s World shop  
and at selected bookstores.
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Practical information
-
Photo exhibition, from 20 February to 5 April 2019,  
in the attic of Manoir de Ban
Open every day from 10am to 5pm
Ticket office closes at 4pm
Admission is included in entry ticket to Chaplin’s World
Interested in privatizing the exhibition for an event (evening hours) or drinks?  
Please contact events@chaplinsworld.com
Guided tours on request: contact@chaplinsworld.com
Luc Debraine will sign his book, “Chaplin Personal”,  
on Sunday 10 March, at the Chaplin’s World shop.
For more information, please visit chaplinsworld.com
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2.2 WHAT A CIRCUS  
AT CHARLIE’S PLACE! 
13–28 APRIL 2019

What better than a circus show to pay 
tribute to Chaplin? Chaplin always loved 
the world of the big top. In Chaplin’s 
eyes, the Tramp, with his oversized shoes 
and wide pants, was a clown! Circus 
performance was also at the heart of The 
Circus (1928), for which he won his first 
Academy Award.

FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
For the 130th anniversary of Chaplin’s 
birth, Chaplin’s World (in collaboration 
with Alchimie circus school) will set up a 
circus tent in the museum’s park. Three 
shows will be performed daily, by children 
and professionals, over the two-week 
holiday break in the Canton of Vaud (from 
13 to 28 April 2019, no performances on 
Thursdays). 

In a 1920s circus atmosphere, the 
performers will juggle hats and perform 
high-speed chases and all sorts of 
acrobatic feats, accompanied by a 
children’s orchestra playing songs 
written by Chaplin. 

There will also be treasure hunts, with 
Easter Chocolates to be won. In addition, 
on the weekends, wandering acrobats, 
a flea circus, face painters and balloon 
sculptors will enliven the circus, to 
everyone’s delight. (These weekend 
festivities will also take place on Tuesday 
16 April, which marks Chaplin’s birthday 
and the three-year anniversary of the 
opening of Chaplin’s World.) 

COLLABORATION WITH L’ALCHIMIE 
CIRCUS SCHOOL
Founded in January 2011, the French-
speaking L’Alchimie circus school 
provides cultural and artistic activities 
and introductions for young people, 
encouraging interdisciplinarity, cultural 
exploration, creative expression and 
improved self-confidence. The school 
involves the children in the creation, 
preparation and performance of various 
shows, providing them with a real 
opportunity to flourish artistically. 
https://alchimie.top

Practical information
-
What a Circus at Charlie’s Place! 
Fun for the whole family, from 
13 to 28 April 2019 in the park at 
Manoir de Ban
From 9am to 6pm
Performance lasts around half an 
hour. Shows at 11am, 2pm and 4pm
No performances on Thursday 18 
and Thursday 25 April.
Admission is included in entry 
ticket to Chaplin’s World.
Interested in privatizing the circus 
tent for an event (evening hours) 
or drinks? Please contact 
events@chaplinsworld.com

© Roy Export SAS

© Roy Export Company Ltd 

© L’Alchimie

© L’Alchimie



2.3 A NEW TRAMP 
WAX FIGURE 
FALL 2019

At Chaplin’s World, visitors can 
admire the wax figures of the 
Tramp under the table in his 
cabin from The Gold Rush, the 
barber hard at work in The Great 
Dictator, and Chaplin himself, at 
the entrance of the Manoir. In 
the fall of 2019, the Studio will 
include a new figure of the Tramp, 
standing with his iconic suit and 
cane, inviting more selfies and 
hilarious poses with the world’s 
funniest film star!

2.4 AN EXCLUSIVE 
DOCUMENTARY 
WINTER 2019

In the winter of 1966, LIFE 
magazine reporter Richard 
Meryman conducted an 
extraordinary interview with 
one of the most controversial 
cultural icons of the 20th 
century. Partially shot at 

Chaplin’s World, Peter Middleton 
and James Spinney’s film will 
provide far deeper insight than 
more traditional documentaries, 
highlighting the work of a pioneer 
of the silver screen and one of 
the most extraordinary lives ever 
lived. Special screening at the 
Chaplin’s World Cinema.

2.5 A MAGICAL 
CHRISTMAS AT THE 
CHAPLIN FAMILY 
HOME

A marvelous, magical Christmas 
will round off Charlie Chaplin’s 
130th birthday celebrations, with 
screenings, light shows, and an 
enchanting atmosphere that will 
delight the whole family, both 
inside Manoir de Ban and in the 
park.

2.6 FANS CREATE THE  
130TH ANNIVERSARY LOGO

“Charlie Chaplin never ceases to amuse us and 
provides a humanist perspective to millions 
of viewers across all continents and all 
generations.” Jean-Pierre Pigeon – Managing 
Director, Chaplin’s World.

To mark the 130th anniversary of Charlie 
Chaplin’s birth, the Chaplin Office – in 
collaboration with Chaplin’s World – launched 
an online logo design competition. Exclusively 
publicized on the social media websites of 
the Chaplin Office and Chaplin’s World, the 
competition was open to people across the 
globe. 

There were 195 entries, from as far as 
Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, Burkina Faso, 
the US, Norway, and Venezuela. Many were 
very creative, and the choice was not easy. 
The winning logo – designed by Erhan Ay in 
Istanbul – was selected by a jury made up of 
Chaplin Office staff, Laura Chaplin (Charlie 
Chaplin’s granddaughter) and Chaplin’s World 
management. 

This logo will be used for major events 
organized this year, and events by Chaplin’s 
World by Grévin, Mk2 and other licensees. 

The runner-ups were submitted by  
(from left to right): 
Nathalie Hugon from Martigny, Switzerland
Emanuel Sclarr from Melbourne, Australia
Sandrine Duvillier from Paris, France
Sandra Partridge from Goodlettsville, TN, USA
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Though the story goes that the Little Tramp 
was invented more or less by chance, Chaplin 
developed him into a carefully studied 
character, and from the tip of his boots to the 
top of his bowler hat, each detail became of 
vital importance to the whole.  There is a lasting 
quality to the Little Tramp, especially as he is 
shown in the film Modern Times. His rumbling 
stomach, aching feet, and empty pockets are not 
outdated :  hunger, poverty, homelessness and 
struggling to survive remain at the forefront of 
21st century news.   

“My character is man. I have 
not given him a name, - he is 
man” 
explained Chaplin in 1936.

The Chaplin Office is not therefore simply 
licensing a name and image, but the lifetime’s 
work they represent. Over the years,  our 
totemic Little Tramp figure has come to 
represent more than the ragged, mischievous, 
resilient character from his films who makes 
people laugh – nowadays he is also, or 
perhaps even more,  the epitome of Chaplin‘s 
own humanism, humour and modernism. The 
worldwide mood is one of seriousness,  yet the 
Tramp remains universally recognised and ever 
in demand. The films are screened in concert 
halls with symphony orchestras, but also in 
refugee camps.  Images and clips from Modern 
Times are licensed to illustrate the working 
conditions of today.  Musicians all over the 
world - from students working in their own 
homes to giants U2 - have licensed the rights to 

include parts of the final speech from The Great 
Dictator in their own music, and playwrights in 
several countries have transposed the film to 
stage.

Charlie the tramp nevertheless kept his jaunty 
walk in the face of adversity, and Chaplin the 
man his belief in supporting humanity’s “pursuit 
of happiness”:
  
“The clouds are lifting, the sun is breaking 
through.  We are coming out of the darkness 
into the light. We are coming into a new world, 
a kindlier world, where men will rise above their 
hate, their greed and brutality.  ( . .)  The soul 
of man has been given wings and at last he is 
beginning to fly.  He is flying into the rainbow, 
into the light of hope, into the future.  The 
glorious future that belongs to you, to me, and 
to all of us!”

Chaplin always advocated hard work.  “The great 
achievements throughout history have been the 
conquest of what seemed the impossible.” We 
try to follow in his footsteps, to “strive for the 
impossible”.  Perhaps as he said, “the only way 
to handle it is to poke fun at our whole crazy 
situation”.  
“Laughter is the tonic, the relief, the surcease 
from pain.”

KATE GUYONVARCH
Director, Chaplin Office
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BALLET “CHAPLIN THE TRAMP” / WORLD 
PREMIERE: 15 MARCH 2019
AT THE SLOVAK NATIONAL THEATRE IN 
BRATISLAVA
Chaplin’s life inspires a new work, the fruit of 
a collaboration between conductor/composer 
Carl Davis and producer/choreographer Daniel 
de Andrade. Chaplin the Tramp is their second 
creation for the Slovak National Ballet.

THEATRE
Throughout the world, musicals and plays have 
told the story of Chaplin’s life, or recreated  one 
of his works. In 2019, Toho (Japan) will reprise 
their stage version of Limelight. Chris Curtis 
and Tom Meehan’s Chaplin: The Musical will 
tour Germany, Switzerland and Austria. New 
adaptations of The Great Dictator and City 
Lights, as well as a large-scale circus production 
dedicated to Chaplin and his films, are also under 
production. 

CHARLES CHAPLIN, THE GRAPHIC NOVEL /  
TO BE PUBLISHED IN SEPTEMBER 2019
To relate Chaplin’s life in a comic book was a 
huge challenge, but a happy one. The authors 
rigorously traced the man behind the legend 
and cleverly bring him back for readers who 
think they know him.   70 pages is many and yet 
very few to resume his subtleties of character, 

brazen strength of commitment, the variety of his 
friendships, his need to be loved and appreciated, 
and his never-ending capacity to wonder.  A 
painstaking task, but one imbued in Chaplin’s 
greatest strength – humour.
Story: Bernard Swysen. Art: Bruno Bazile. Éditions 
Dupuis.

FILM DISTRIBUTION – MK2
In 2002, the Chaplin family 
granted the distribution rights 
for Chaplin’s films from 1918 
onward to the company Mk2. 
For the 130th anniversary of 

Chaplin’s birth, and to bring his work to a new 
generation of moviegoers, Mk2 Films is releasing 
a publicity kit aimed at distributors the world 
over to encourage them to promote his films in 
theaters, on Blu Ray and DVD, on television, and 
on video-on-demand services. This is a way for 
Mk2 Films to demonstrate that Chaplin’s films and 
his character, the Tramp, are an infinite source of 
inspiration and delight for all ages.

3.1 A FOCUS ON CHAPLIN  
THE COMPOSER

EXHIBITION “THE SOUND OF CHARLIE CHAPIN” 
/ 10 OCTOBER 2019 – FEBRUARY 2020
AT THE PHILHARMONIE DE PARIS
Showcasing the master of silent film at the 
Philharmonie de Paris is not a contradiction 
in terms. This project will enable audiences to 
rediscover the musical aspects of the artist’s 
work, and his deep feeling for dance, rhythm and 
the illusion of speech and sound, all masterfully 
“orchestrated” in each of his works. The 
exhibition will begin with Chaplin’s early music-
hall influences and move on to his silent film 
accompaniments, his encounters with famous 
composers and musicians (Heifetz, Stravinsky, 
Schönberg, Clara Haskil), his passion for certain 
types of music, and his score writing with music 
arrangers and conductors (Alfred Newman, Arthur 
Johnston, David Raksin, Eric James). It will show 
how Chaplin challenged the arrival of “talkies” by 
composing music instead of dialogues (City Lights, 
Modern Times) and then went on to appropriate 
sound to enhance the comic aspects of his films. 
Curator: Sam Stourdzé. A tie-in bookwill also be 
available. A scaled-down version of the exhibition 
will be shown at Chaplin’s World in 2020. 

CONCERTS AND CONCERT SCREENINGS
In October 2019, the Philharmonie de Paris will 
feature five days of concerts and film concert 
screenings around Chaplin and his music, 
including the world-premiere presentation of With 
a Smile, Chaplin’s World in Concert, a new Chaplin 
concert/show developed by Filmphilharmonie 
Gmbh in Berlin. 
https://filmconcert.charliechaplin.com

CDs
After making all the music from Chaplin’s films 
available online (YouTube, iTunes, Spotify, etc.), the 
Chaplin Office is promoting the artist’s work as a 
composer with a two-disc anthology of music and 
songs selected from each soundtrack. Release 
April 2016, Label [PIAS].

“CHAPLIN’S SMILE”, A BRAND-NEW CD 
Violinist Philippe Quint, accompanied by pianist 
Marta Aznavoorian, celebrates the composer’s 
130th birthday with a CD featuring new 
arrangements for violin and piano of 13 songs 
from his films. The disc was released on 11 

January by Warner Music Group accompanied by a  
multimedia concert tour will follow - Los Angeles, 
Chicago, New York, Washington DC, London, and 
Berlin. Some of the shows will be introduced by 
Kiera Chaplin, Chaplin’s granddaughter.
www.philippequint.com

Additionally, the 450-page The Music of Charlie Chaplin 

by Jim Lochner (McFarland Publishing), released last 

October, is the first book focusing exclusively on 

Chaplin’s work as a composer.

3.2 A FOCUS ON CHAPLIN IN 
OTHER ARTISTIC ENDEAVOURS

“CHAPLIN AND THE AVANT-GARDE ARTISTS” 
EXHIBITION 
18 OCTOBER 2019 – 3 FEBRUARY 2020
AT THE MUSÉE DES ARTS,  NANTES
Chaplin films fascinated from the Tramp’s 
very first appearance in 1914. The very first 
international film star, Charlie Chaplin the actor, 
director and producer was also recognised as 
the first to develop cinema into an art form.  This 
exhibition will place Chaplin film clips alongside 
paintings, sculptures and photographs by avant-
garde artists such as Fernand Leger, Marc Chagall 
or Man Ray who enthusiastically found inspiration 
in his work. From The Kid to The Great Dictator, 
Chaplin’s preoccupations coincide with those of 
constructivists, surrealists, and artists of the 
Dada movement…
The exhibition will later be presented at the Louvre 
Abu Dhabi. Curator: Claire Lebossé.

9

 © Roy Export Co Ltd

©
 D

u
p

u
is

Carl Davis et Daniel de Andrade 



3.3 PRESERVATION  
AND CONSERVATION

CINETECA DI BOLOGNA

The Chaplin Office has an ongoing partnership 
with the Cineteca di Bologna, which has been 
working on the restoration of Chaplin’s entire 
cinematographic work with their laboratory, 
Immagine Ritrovata, and on digitalizing and 
cataloging Chaplin’s archives. The aim of their 
work – beyond conservation – is to encourage 
continuous research into Chaplin’s work and 
establish a forum for discussions amongst film 
fans, researchers and students. In June, the 
Cineteca will celebrate Chaplin’s 130th birthday 
with special screenings during the Cinema 
Ritrovato Festival.

Chaplin’s paper archives are kept at the Montreux 
Archives. The photographic collection is at Musée 
de l’Élysée, in Lausanne. 

The new Cineteca di Bologna website enables 
users to see, read and appreciate Chaplin’s 
personal and professional archives, without 
having to handle the precious original documents. 

http://www.charliechaplinarchive.org

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The digitalization of photographs and negatives 
by the Cineteca di Bologna, and of old glass plate 
negatives by the Musée de l’Élysée, has enabled 
the Chaplin Office to release a collection of 
special photographic prints for the 130th birthday 
celebration, in collaboration with Snap Gallery 
(www.snapgalleries.com). For information on all 
2019 news, please check www.charliechaplin.com 
and the Charlie Chaplin Official pages on social 
media.  
 

For further information regarding these events 
and inquiries about rights to Chaplin’s work, 
please contact:

Kate Guyonvarch / office@charliechaplin.com / 
+33 1 40 26 31 23. 
Official website: www.charliechaplin.com 
Image database:  photo.charliechaplin.com 
Facebook:  Charlie Chaplin (Official) 
YouTube:  Charlie Chaplin Official 
Twitter @ChaplinOfficial 
Instagram:  @CharlieChaplinOfficial 
Giphy: @CharlieChaplinOfficial
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4. CELEBRATING AN 
EXTRAORDINARY 
LIFE 
A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY 

-
Charlie Chaplin’s life story is the very embodiment of the American dream–from a child of 
the streets of London’s dreary East Lane to one of the best known, loved and wealthiest 
artists on earth in his time. His was a full life. He performed on stage from an early age, 
inspired by a mother who taught him the art of body language and facial expression. Having 
travelled Europe with the Karno troupe, Chaplin ended up in America, a land of dreams, 
which welcomed him as heartily as it would later scorn him. Just like in his movies, 
however, Chaplin got his happy ending, living with the love of his life and his family at 
Manoir de Ban in Switzerland. 

CHILDHOOD ON THE STREETS
Charlie Chaplin’s father, Charles, was born 
on March 18, 1863, in London’s Marylebone. 
Nothing is known of his youth except that, at 
age 22, he met Hannah Hill, the woman who 
would become Charlie’s mother. Hannah’s 
family was of more modest origins. Both 
Charles and Hannah were singers. Their first 
son, Charles “Charlie” Spencer, was born on 
April 16, 1889. Alcohol was part of the daily lives 
of music hall artists, who were urged to join 
patrons to encourage drinking. When Charles 
Sr. went on tour in the United States, the 
couple grew distant, and then fell apart in the 
early 1890s. Hannah found a new companion, 
Leo Dryden, a gifted artist and singer. With him, 
she bore a third son, Georges Wheeler Dryden, 
who would later work at Chaplin Studios. 
Hannah’s union with Leo lasted less than two 
years, at the end of which he took their six-
month old son from her. Family life became a 
nightmare. Alone and destitute, Hannah tried as 
best she could to provide for her two children, 
who always described their special relationship 

with their mother in very affectionate terms. 
As she became incoherent and increasingly 
agitated, experiencing visions, she was declared 
insane and committed to an asylum. For the two 
young brothers Charlie and Sydney, who would 
eventually find a respected place in the world 
of music hall, this led to a difficult, complex 
childhood of vagrancy and panhandling.

“I am a mixture of several 
nationalities, but I am most 
proud of being part gypsy. 
My grandmother was a gypsy 
and I like to believe that my 
talent comes from her.” 
Chaplin, in an interview published in Collier’s  
in 1940. 
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HOLLYWOOD
On an extended tour of United States 
vaudeville theaters with Fred Karno’s 
troupe, Chaplin was recruited by film 
producer Mack Sennett from the 
Keystone Film Company. He made his 
first onscreen appearance in February 
1914, and his iconic, l ikable, irreverent 
character, the Tramp, eventually won 
him international fame. He quickly rose 
from actor to actor-producer, asserting 
his own acting style and innovative 
cinematography, tailored to his 
extraordinary, characteristic pantomime 
performance. He moved from Keystone 
(1914) to Essanay (1915) to Mutual (1916), 
where he earned enough to build his own 
studios at the end of 1917, and became 
fully independent from 1918 onwards. 
With Douglas Fairbanks, Mary Pickford 
and David W. Griffith, he created United 
Artists (1919), gaining unprecedented 
independence in both production and 
distribution. 
Banking on his reputation, popularity 
and international recognition, Chaplin 
began to produce feature films, cinematic 
masterpieces that would help elevate film 
to the rank of art.
He stood out in his time by resisting 
the arrival of the “talkies”, going against 
the tide with two “sound” features 
(music, background sounds and sound 
effects) devoid of dialogue: City Lights 
and Modern Times. The latter featured 
the voice of the Tramp (as a kind of 
farewell to the character) singing a 
language without real words, once 
again demonstrating that the language 
of gesture – his essential trademark – 
transcends words. 
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CHAPLIN AND OONA
Charlie Chaplin was married four times. The first two marriages 
were particularly stressful, marked by public scandals, lawsuits 
and alimony claims that drew more than their share of close media 
attention. 
Chaplin’s fourth and last spouse was Oona O’Neill (1925-1991), 
the daughter of playwright and Nobel Prize in Literature winner 
Eugene O’Neill. Oona and Charlie were married on June 16, 1943. 
She would remain at his side until his death, on Christmas night, 
1977. They had eight children. 
Charlie and Oona’s marriage was a happy one. It was love-at-
first-sight, from the day Oona attended an audition for the female 
lead of Shadow and Substance, which was never made. After her 
husband’s death, Oona never remarried, and died 14 years later. 

THE EMBODIMENT OF THE AMERICAN DREAM
Once a street kid from the slums of East Lane, Charlie Chaplin 
became the world’s darling, embodying the loftiest promises of 
the New World with his fame and wealth. As a screenwriter and 
filmmaker, he used his freedom to produce works marked by 

social consciousness and humanism, which did not always go 
down well with certain elements of the American establishment. 
With his rebellious, fearless Tramp, he took on all forms of 
authority with humor, fully aware of the general public’s fondness 
for making fun of those in power. With his films, Chaplin dared 
to tackle issues such as war, immigration, homelessness, 
mechanization, the exploitation of workers, and the powerful rise 
of authoritarianism, the precursor to the worst cataclysm of the 
20th century.

THE PRICE OF AUDACITY 
His personal life was fraught with political difficulties, winning him 
the hate and scorn of the dominant class, which never forgave 
him for taking sides with the little man. Accusations of a dissolute 
life, propagated by puritan America, and links to communist 
personalities and organizations, made him, in the eyes of certain 
powerful people, the ultimate symbol of un-Americanism. 
In 1952, he left New York with his family for a short holiday, aboard 
the Queen Elizabeth. During the trip, he was informed by telegram 
that the Attorney General of the United States had revoked his 

American visa, effective immediately. Upon his return, he would be 
required to submit to an investigation into his morals and political 
opinions. Caught up in the wave of McCarthyism that would result 
in his expulsion from the very country that had opened up every 
door for him, Chaplin refused. 

PEACE AT LAST
In Corsier-sur-Vevey, where he claimed to have found the peace 
“of a man like any other”, Chaplin wrote and produced his last two 
films (A King in New York and A Countess From Hong Kong). He 
also composed the scores for some of the re-releases of many 
of his films, and wrote his autobiography. He continued to write, 
compose and script until the end of his life. In 1972, America made 
honorable amends, awarding him an Oscar for his life’s work, a few 
years before he was knighted by the Queen of England. Chaplin 
died at Manoir de Ban on Christmas night 1977, with his loved ones 
at his side. 

13

©
 A

rc
h

iv
es

 Y
v

es
 D

eb
ra

in
e

Geraldine and Charlie Chaplin



With such happiness, I 
sometimes sit out on our 
terrace at sunset and look over 
a vast green lawn to the lake 
in the distance, and beyond 
the lake to the reassuring 
mountains, and in this mood 
think of nothing but enjoy 
their magnificent serenity.
Charlie Chaplin, My Autobiography

When Chaplin arrived in Switzerland in 1952, 
Oona was pregnant with their fifth child. A few 
days later, they took a tour of the region. On 
the advice of their driver, the couple stopped at 
Manoir de Ban, in the town of Corsier-sur-Vevey. 
The Chaplins happened upon the owner, toured 
the property, and fell in love with the house, the 
trees and the surrounding gardens, as well as the 

incredible view of lake Geneva and the mountains. 
The purchase was settled in less than a month. 
They renovated the property, extending the 
kitchen, building bedrooms in the attic, adding a 
veranda, pool and tennis court, l iving quarters for 
the staff and, in the cellar of the Manoir, an air-
conditioned room for storing Chaplin’s films. 
The upkeep of such a vast domain required a large 
staff of a dozen employees. The cosmopolitan mix 
of domestic staff included a butler, a driver, a 
secretary, two nurses, several maids, a cook and 
her assistant, and gardeners. The Chaplin family 
and their staff had immense mutual loyalty. 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY LIFE

“Mommy liked to have 
children, and Daddy liked to 
see her pregnant.” ,  Géraldine Chaplin

Life at Manoir de Ban was cheerful, and resembled 
that of just about any other family–at least when 

Chaplin left the library or his study, where he 
would shut himself away to write or develop 
scripts. He knew how to make Oona laugh, and 
she, how to charm him with her sense of humor. 
Charlie played tricks on the children and often 
clowned about in the shade of the fruit trees in 
the beautiful garden, miming comic scenes. As he 
spoke no French, he would try to communicate 
in pantomime alone when guests did not speak 
English. 

The family had its routines, like the Saturday 
barbecue cooked by Charlie. The children played 
on the swings or swam in the pool with their 
friends. They remember ball games, the many 
birthdays and anniversaries, Easter egg hunts and 
American-Style Halloweens, and watching their 
father’s old movies on Sunday afternoons, with 
Oona operating the projector.

“Working is living and I enjoy 
living!”, 
Charlie Chaplin

Despite a busy family life – to say the least – 
Chaplin continued to devote himself to work. Even 
at an advanced age, it remained his priority.

The Chaplins viewed themselves as part of 
the community, running errands in town and 
attending local festivities from time to time. 
One might often see Chaplin strolling along the 
pedestrian streets of old Vevey, dressed in a 
grey flannel suit, with elegantly styled trousers 
and a jacket with a breast pocket over his white 
shirt. He frequently wore a silk scarf and a felt 
hat pulled down low. With Oona, he liked to 
wander about the market and along the lakeside 
walkways, and often went to the Rex cinema in 
Vevey. 

5. CHAPLIN, 
IN SWITZERLAND
-

Chaplin loved the region and toured it regularly. 
He liked to travel incognito and occasionally 
listened to the tour guides. He took pains to 
discover all aspects of the countryside and 
the lives of people around his home, from the 
vineyards of Lavaux to the shores of lake Geneva, 
from Montreux to Lausanne, from L’Auberge de 
l’Onde in Saint-Saphorin to the Chalet Suisse in 
Gruyères. 

CHAPLIN AND THE WINEGROWERS FESTIVAL

“This show is a new 
experience for me. I never 
expected to see a show of 
this quality. And believe me, 
during my career I have seen 
quite a few!” , 
Chaplin, on the Fête des Vignerons, Vevey official 
gazette, 1955.

In 1955 and 1977, Chaplin attended Vevey’s famed 
Fête des Vignerons (winegrowers festival), a 
grandiose celebration that takes place every 
25 years. Each time, thousands of people come 
together to celebrate man’s hallowed relationship 
with wine, through dance, song and festivities. 
Some of the Chaplin children took part in the 
celebration in 1977, and the performers were 
invited to  the  Manoir de Ban afterwards. 
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6. CHAPLIN  
IN NUMBERS

MORE THAN 
26 
awards

1 Golden Lion at the  

1972  
 Venice Film Festival

3  Academy Awards
 1 International Peace Prize

1  star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame

12 
MINUTES 
the longest standing ovation in Academy 
Awards history

81
films written, produced and, for the 
most part, scored. His most famous 
works include The Kid, The Gold Rush, 
City Lights, Modern Times, The Great 
Dictator, and Limelight

1,4 M+
followers on Facebook in 2018

1,100+
screenings with a live orchestra 
throughout the world in the last ten 
years

Born on   

16 APRIL 1889
130th

anniversary
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7.1 ALMOST THREE YEARS
Chaplin is back in style at Chaplin’s World, 
the only museum in the world entirely devoted 
to his life and work. Visitors can rediscover 
his most famous scenes, edited together in 
never-before-seen videos, walk through his 
reconstructed film sets, learn the secrets of 
post-production, and stand face to face with 
wax figures of the iconic actors and actresses 
of his films. Watch out for the occasional Tramp 
hiding in the corner! 
Chaplin’s World takes visitors of all ages on 
a journey through the rich and ever-relevant 
world of the Tramp. 
At Manoir de Ban, Chaplin welcomes you like a 
guest of honour, for an unforgettable time in his 
home, the peaceful haven of a cinematic genius. 

Since its opening, on 16 April 2016, Chaplin’s 
World by Grévin has been welcoming people 
from all generations, and 75 countries. 
Feedback from the public and the national and 
international media has been highly positive, and 
very encouraging for the future. 

7.2 INTERNATIONAL RENOWN
Nearly 2,000 journalists from over 30 countries 
have already visited the museum, and the media 
buzz following the opening brought significant 
attention to the region. Just a few months after 
opening, Chaplin’s World by Grévin was awarded 
the Swiss Tourism Certificate of Excellence, 
in Bern, and honoured by the British Guild of 
Travel Writers in London. It was also nominated 
for a Swiss MICE Award in Zürich in the “Most 
Unusual Location for Events” category.
Visitor satisfaction is very high and the museum 
received no less than four Trip Advisor awards 
(Traveler’s Choice and Certificate of Excellence) 
in 2017 and 2018. 
Chaplin’s World’s crowning achievement for 
2018 was winning the prize for Best European 
Museum, awarded by the European Museum 
Academy. 

7. CHAPLIN’S WORLD
-

7.4 AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS

7.3 OVERVIEW IN FIGURES

Country of origin

70%Switzerland

14%France

16%Others

including 10%
from the United States

(October 2017–June 2018)

Demographics 

55% 
adults

23%
seniors

14% 

youth

Breakdown

26,42%
families

4,79%
school groups

Age  

37,79%
60+

17,32%
40–55

Rating:  

5/5
1,026reviews

Certificate of Excellence in 

2017and 2018

+29,9K
Followers on Facebook

+7,57K 
Followers on Instagram

99%
Recommendation rate

89%
Revisit intent rate

9,07 / 10
Satisfaction rate

2H30
Average visit duration
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-

7.5  A BRIEF HISTORY
OF THE CREATION
OF CHAPLIN’S WORLD

2000: Architect Philippe Meylan and 
museographer Yves Durand come up with the 
concept of a museum dedicated to the life 
and work of Charlie Chaplin at Manoir de Ban.
Over ten years of studies for the design 
of the project.
Ten towns in Vaud backed the project for a loan.
2008: Genii Capital joins the project; DMDB SA, 
the owners of the site, is created.
2011: The designers approach the CDA (Grévin) 
for a partnership including scenic design and 
operation.

More than two years of work to rehabilitate 
the site and build the studio.
16 April 2016: Official opening ceremony 
of Chaplin’s World.
The companies created by Chaplin during 
his lifetime still retain all the rights pertaining 
to his image and to his films from 1918 onwards. 
Chaplin’s World is a private museum.

7.6  CHAPLIN’S WORLD
IN A FEW DATES

16 April 2016: 127 years, to the day, after 
the birth of Charlie Chaplin, Chaplin’s World 
opens its doors in front of an audience of over 
140 journalists from across the world. 
November 2016: the museum wins third place 
at the Milestone Excellence in Tourism awards, 
a prize honoring the most innovative projects 
in Swiss tourism. 
March 2017: Chaplin’s World welcomes its 
300,000th visitor. 
16 April 2017: 662 people dress up as the Tramp 
to celebrate the first anniversary of Chaplin’s 
World, the only museum in the world dedicated 
to this cinematic genius. 
July 2017: The museum wins its first Trip Advisor 
Excellence Certificate. 
December 2017: To commemorate the 
40th anniversary of Chaplin’s death, the museum 
unveils Christmas lighting celebrations. 
For the occasion, Chaplin’s World acquires 
a CornèrCard hot air balloon, so that visitors 
can take ten-minute static flights over Manoir 
de Ban during special events. 
The British sculptor John Doubleday, who 
created the bronze statues of Chaplin in Vevey 
and in London’s Leicester Square, sculpts an ice 
statue of the filmmaker at the summit of the 
Jungfrau, one of the highest peaks in Europe 
(13,642 ft or 4,158 m). This work represents 
a scene from The Kid where the Tramp and 
the kid sit side by side. 

April 2018: 600,000 bees make their home at 
the edge of the Manoir de Ban’s forest. Housed 
in 20 beehives, they can produce an average of 
350kg (770 pounds) of honey per year. 250-gram 
(8.8 oz) pots of honey can be purchased from 
the Chaplin’s World boutique. 
July 2018: A new boutique opens at Chaplin’s 
World. Modeled on a 19th century kitchen, the 
new shop sells vintage-style kitchen utensils 
(aprons, tableware, etc.) and dining decorations, 
all in a floral, retro style. So British!
September, 2018: Chaplin’s World is named Best 
Museum of the Year by the European Museum 
Academy, which recognizes the exceptional 
work of organizations, researchers and cultural 
institutions in the creation of innovative 
museums, or the production of internationally 
significant studies or projects.
September, 2018: For the second year in a row, 
Chaplin’s World wins Trip Advisor’s Traveller’s 
Choice award, making it the number one museum 
destination in Switzerland! 
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OPENING HOURS (2019)

Chaplin’s World is open 7 days a week,  
public holidays included.

PRICES

Adult      CHF 25.–
(16 and over)

Youth      CHF 18.–
(6 to 15)

Children      Gratuit
(Under 6)

Senior* (60 and over)   CHF 23.-
*upon presentation of a valid ID

Student*    CHF 23.-
*upon presentation of their student ID

Family Pass (4 people)  CHF 65.-
2 adults et 2 children or 1 adult and 3 children

Adults with disabilities  CHF 23.-
Children with disabilities  CHF 16.-

MEDIA CONTACTS

Chaplin’s World
Annick Barbezat-Perrin,  
Communication director
Route de Fenil 2
1804 Corsier-sur-Vevey (VD)
Press Kit and pictures:  
www.chaplinsworld.com/espace-presse-
journalistes
presse@chaplinsworld.com

8. PRACTICAL INFORMATION
-

A MAGICAL CHRISTMAS  
AT THE CHAPLIN FAMILY HOME!  
DECEMBER 2019
A marvelous, magical Christmas will round off Charlie 
Chaplin’s 130th birthday celebrations, with screenings, 
light shows, and an enchanting atmosphere that will 
delight the whole family.  
Locations: Manoir de Ban, and park

1889-2019 CHARLIE CHAPLIN’S 130TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS! 
AT CHAPLIN’S WORLD

CHAPLIN PERSONAL (1952‒1973)  
PHOTO EXHIBITION 
20 FEBRUARY‒5 APRIL 2019
Yves Debraine first met Charlie Chaplin upon 
the latter’s arrival in Switzerland, in December 
1952. The creator of the Tramp and the young 
photographer, whose talent would soon be 
recognized across Europe and the United 
States, hit it off immediately. For twenty 
years, Debraine had the privilege of being a 
regular visitor to the Chaplin family home. 
He took family portraits, as well as intimate 
pictures, both playful and sensitive. Many of his 
photographs have never been published before.  
Location: Attic room, Manoir de Ban

A NEW TRAMP WAX FIGURE  
AT CHAPLIN’S WORLD  
FALL 2019  
At Chaplin’s World, visitors can 
admire the wax figures of the 
Tramp under the table in his cabin 
from The Gold Rush, the barber 
hard at work in The Great Dictator, 
and Chaplin himself, on his arrival 
at the Manoir. In the fall of 2019, 
the Studio will include a new figure 
of the Tramp, standing there with 
his iconic suit and cane, inviting 
more selfies and hilarious poses 
with the world’s funniest film star!
Location: Chaplin’s World Studio

WHAT A CIRCUS AT CHARLIE’S PLACE! 
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY  
13‒23 APRIL 2019
Chaplin’s World will plant a circus tent in the 
Park of Manoir de Ban, inviting young and old to 
see acts inspired by Chaplin’s work in a vintage, 
carnival atmosphere. L’Alchimie circus school will 
bring life to this festive season! 
Location: Park, Manoir de Ban

AN EXCLUSIVE DOCUMENTARY!  
WINTER 2019  
In the winter of 1966, Richard Meryman conducted an extraordinary interview with one 
of the most controversial cultural icons of the 20th century. Partially shot at Chaplin’s 
World, Peter Middleton and James Spinney’s film provides far deeper insight than more 
traditional documentaries, highlighting the work of a pioneer of the silver screen and one 
of the most extraordinary lives ever lived. 
Location: Chaplin’s World Cinema
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9. APPENDIX
-

19

YVES DEBRAINE BIOGRAPHY

A Swiss photographer, journalist and reporter of French extraction, Yves Debraine was born in Paris  
in 1925. After interning at Agence France Presse, he moved to Lausanne in 1948. He started out 
working for the magazine L’Illustré, and would continue to do so for the next four decades. From 
the early 1950s on he contributed to the American magazines Life and Time, then two of the most 
prestigious in the world, as well as to the Time-Life art book collections. He worked with Schweizer 
Illustrierte and Sie und Er in Switzerland, Paris Match, L’Express, Stern and Epoca in Europe, and 
Sports Illustrated and National Geographic in the United States. 

In 1952 he founded the revue Automobile Year in Lausanne, a magazine about the car industry and 
motor sports, with editor Ami Guichard. Debraine would photograph Formula 1 and endurance races up 
until the end of the 1970s. His automobile archives are kept in The Klemantaski Collection in the US. 

For twenty years, Debraine was Chaplin’s official photographer in Switzerland. He also took 
photographs for Georges Simenon and the Piccards, a family of scholars and explorers.  
In addition, he worked for the International Committee of the Red Cross, in particular in Yemen. 

In the early 1970s, following the demise of Life magazine, he founded the Diapress agency in Lausanne, 
as well as a monthly magazine for seniors, Aînés, later renamed Générations. He died in 2011  
in Lausanne, at the age of 85. His son Luc, Director of the Swiss Camera Museum in Vevey, manages  
his father’s archives.
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